
 
 

 

March 1, 2012 
 

Stevens County 
Farm Service Agency 
232 Williams Lake Rd 
Colville WA 99114 
Phone- 509 685-0858  
Fax- 509 684-1982  
 

Office Hours  
Mon. – Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m. 
 

County Committee  
Doug Falstad, Chair 
Ryan Esvelt, Vice-Chair 
Bruce Stumpf, Regular 
Member 
Gayla McCanna, Advisor 
 

Office Staff  
Martin Cunningham, CED 
marty.cunningham@wa.usd
a.gov 
  
Lisa VanQuekelberg, PT 
lisa.vanquekelberg@wa.us
da.gov 
 

Farm Loan Manager 
Houston Bruck, Spokane 
WA 
 

Dates to Remember 
 
March 15 - NAP closing date 

for spring planted crops, small 
grain forages 
 
March 23 – GRP sign up 

deadline 
 
April 6 - CRP sign up deadline 

 
June 1 - DCP/ACRE sign up 

deadline 
 

FSA Web Sites 
State- http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
National- http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
USDA- http://www.usda.gov 
 
 

 

LAST PRINTED NEWSLETTER 
This will be the last printed newsletter that you receive from the Farm Service Agency.  If you 
wish to receive future program announcements and deadline reminders, you will need to enroll 
in the new GovDelivery system.  By signing up for this system, you will receive newsletters and 
bulletins via email instead of a hard copy through the mail.  Moving to electronic notifications 
via email will help conserve resources and save taxpayer dollars. 
 
You may subscribe to receive electronic updates by going to the USDA GovDelivery sign up 
page found at the following web address: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe.  The form on the 
reverse side of this newsletter informs FSA of your intent to receive newsletters electronically, 
and provides FSA with your email address.  Complete blocks 1A, 1B, 3, 4, 8A, 8B and 8C.  
Select "No" in block 4 and return the form to the county office.  The selection only applies to 
newsletters and bulk mail.  You will still receive direct mail for your operation and county 
committee ballots.  Staff can assist you with subscribing for electronic newsletters. 

2012 DCP/ACRE SIGN UP UNDERWAY 

We are currently taking appointments to sign up for the 2012 DCP/ACRE program.  The 
deadline to sign up is June 1, 2012.  Please call the office to set up an appointment.  2012 is 
the final year for this program under the 2008 farm bill.  Advance payments are not authorized 
for this year and all payments will be made in October 2012.  Changes on the farm before or 
after enrolling in DCP/ACRE must be immediately reported to the local FSA office.  Examples 
include ownership changes, producer changes (individuals and entities), and changes in crop 
share arrangements). 

NEW AGI FORMS REQUIRED FOR 2012 
FSA and NRCS program participants, including all members of participating entities, must 
meet certain Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) requirements to qualify for benefits.  Starting with 
the 2012 crop year, a new AGI form has been developed that both reports whether an 
applicant or member meets the AGI requirements and authorizes the IRS to confirm that 
information for FSA. 
 
The new form also reflects an additional AGI limitation applicable only to 2012 direct 
payments.  In addition to the $500,000 average nonfarm AGI and the $750,000 average farm 
AGI limitation, a $1 million average AGI limitation will be applicable for 2012 direct payments.  
Another change for this year is that IRS will not accept FSA power-of-attorney forms, and 
consequently the AGI certification will have to be signed by the participant or entity member 
themselves. 

CRP GENERAL SIGN UP  
The Conservation Reserve Program sign up starts March 12, 2012 and ends April 6, 2012.  
CRP sign up is a competitive process in which the bids producing the highest environmental 
benefits per dollar spent are accepted into the program.  Acreage contracted into the program 
will be seeded to a grass and legume cover favorable to wildlife that also prevents soil erosion.  
In general, no other income can be derived from the land while enrolled in CRP. 
 
Offers will be ranked using the Environmental Benefits Index.  Points will be awarded based on 
the environmental and habitat benefits of the proposed cover planted.  More points are 
awarded for acreage seeded to native vegetation and existing CRP stands may need to be 
reseeded to maximize the Environmental Benefits Index score.  Extra points will be awarded 
for the most erosive land and bids that include pollinator habitat on 10% of the acreage.  
Scores can also be improved by reducing the bid by up to 15% below the maximum rate 
calculated by FSA. 
 
Eligibility is based on several factors.  Eligible land must have been planted to an annual crop 
for at least four years between 2002 and 2007.  In addition, the land must be considered highly 
erodible, or be in a 2012 expiring CRP contract.  Please contact our office to make an 
appointment to sign up for this program. 

GRASSLAND RESERVE PROGRAM (GRP) SIGN UP 
Our office is currently accepting bids for participation in the Grassland Reserve Program.  In 
exchange for an annual program payment, livestock producers agree to follow a grazing 
management plan and not convert grassland to cropland or other types of development for the 
length of the contract.  This sign up offers landowners or operators rental agreements of 10, 
15, or 20 year duration with an annual rental rate of $8.75 per acre.  To participate in GRP, 
ranchers must offer private land that includes contiguous acres of grassland.  The acre limit for 
this program is 320 acres which at $8.75 per acre computes to a maximum annual payment of 
$2,800.  A twenty year contract would yield a total payment of $56,000. 
 
Ranchers in the program will be required to develop a grazing plan with the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service.  The agency will rank applications based on the quality of 
management of the site, biodiversity, the soil quality, and the cost of the agreement.  FSA will 
notify the successful bidders shortly after the sign up ends.  Sign up for the program begins 
February 27, 2012 and continues through March 23, 2012. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe
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